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The  fo l lowing  are  proposed  pol ic ies  supported  by  the  Cincinnat i  Chapter  NAACP  Pol i t ica l  Act ion

Commit tee .  These  leg is la t ive  proposals  address  current  i ssues  in  pol ic ing  that  focus  on  improv ing

Accountabi l i ty  and  Safety .   More  impor tant ly ,  we  seek  ef fect ive  resolut ions  with  pol ice  depar tments

to  prevent  unnecessary  harm  and  death  to  ci t izens  who  want  to  re turn  home  to  the i r  loved  ones  at

the  end  of  the  day  l i ke  those  who  serve  in  law  enforcement .

John Crawford III  Law Proposal –
Accountability for Wrongful use of Deadly Force

1.      A  uni form  standard  of  approach  that  requi res  of f icers  to  do  the i r  due  di l igence  and  assess  the

s i tuat ion  before  engaging  a  perceived  threat .  (Too  many  black  men,  women,  and  chi ldren  have  died

unarmed,  or  with  legal  f i rearms,  i .e .  pel le t  guns ,  and  were  never  an  imminent  threat .  

Both  John  Crawford  I I I  and  Tamir  Rice  were  k i l led  in  possess ion  of  a  legal  pel le t  gun  in  an  open -carry

state ,  by  incompetent  cops  who  fa i led  to  do  the i r  due  di l igence  by  assess ing  the  s i tuat ion  or

at tempt ing  to  de -escalate .  I f  ei ther  measure  was  ut i l i zed ,  they  would  have  learned  that  Tamir  was  jus t

p lay ing  in  the  park  with  a  legal  pel le t  gun  and  John  was  jus t  shopping  whi le  on  his  cel lphone  with  a

legal  pel le t  gun  he  re t r ieved  of f  the  shel f  of  Walmart .  ( ie .  John  Crawford  I I I  las t  words ,  “ I t ’s  Not  Real ! ”

A  black  man  or  chi ld  with  a  gun  should  not  be  an  automat ic  death  sentence,  but  Ohio  has  fa i led  both

fami l ies  by  deeming  both  shoot ings  jus t i f ied  in  an  open  carry  state  where  a  whi te  man  or  boy  can  be

armed  without  a  rush  to  judgement  of  being  a  threat .

2 .      El iminate  the  ambiguous  language  in  the  law  that  al lows  law  enforcement  to  use  deadly  force

under  the  broadly  in terpreted  "object ive  reasonableness  standard "  Graham  v .  Conner  490  U.S .  386

(1989 ) ,  which  has  al lowed  a  loophole  for  ci t izens  to  be  k i l led  by  an  of f icer 's  assumpt ion  of  a  RISK

than  an  actual  THREAT.  We  support  a  nat ionwide  standard  that  pr ior i t ized  the  PRESERVATION  OF

LIFE  and  our  14th  Amendment  Right  to  equal  protect ion  under  the  law  and  due  process ,  by  enact ing

a  universa l  standard  for  the  use  of  deadly  force  to  ONLY  BE  USED  FOR   INCIDENT (S )  THAT  ARE

ABSOLUTE  THREATS .

3 .      Mandatory  drug  test ing  of  al l  law  enforcement  who  discharge  the i r  f i rearms  to  ensure  the  menta l

d iscernment  of  that  of f icer  was  not  compromised  or  under  the  in f luence.

JOHN CRAWFORD III 
LAW PROPOSAL
SUMMARY

UNIFORMED STANDARD OF APPROACH

ELIMINATING REASONABLE PRESUMPTION OF FEAR

DRUG TESTING

1.



Any  Pol ice  of f icers  found  to  have  v io lated  the

r ights  of  any  ci t izen ,  and  or  have  wrongfu l ly  used

deadly  force  where  evidence  proved  there  was  no

imminent  threat  to  the  of f icer  or  others  shal l  be

terminated  and  permanent ly  banned  f rom  any

posi t ion  in  law  enforcement .  Off icers  who

abandoned  the i r  sk i l led  t ra in ing ,  fa ls i fy  or

knowingly  withhold  accounts  on  the i r  repor ts  and,

or  fa i l  to  use  De -escalat ion  t ra in ing  do  not  deserve

the  honor  of  wear ing  the  badge  and  shal l  be

permanent ly  terminated.

Any  provis ions  in  pol ice  unions  that  al low  corrupt

cops  who  repeatedly  of fend  to  have  a  safe  haven

wi th in  the  force  should  be  el iminated.  Our  tax

dol la rs  should  not  support  of f icers  who  wi l l fu l ly

v io la te  our  r ights .  I f  there  are  NO  SANCTIONS,  then

THERE  IS  NO  REAL  ACCOUNTABILITY  or  JUSTICE.

5.  SANCTIONS

Mandatory  de -escalat ion  t ra in ing  and  pol icy

for  al l  law  enforcement  agencies  with  the

requi rement  that  DE -ESCALATION  TRAINING

HOURS  i s  equiva lent  to  or  more  than  f i rearm

tra in ing .

Current ly ,  more  hours  are  dedicated  to  f i rearm

tra in ing  than  in  De -escalat ion  which  creates  a

more  volat i le  menta l i ty  with in  law  enforcement

rather  than  more  cr i t ica l ly  th ink ing ,  problem -

solv ing  peace  of f icers  who  protect  and  serve

and  br ing  the  accused  to  Just ice  for  due

process .

JOHN CRAWFORD III 
LAW PROPOSAL
SUMMARY

4.  DE-ESCALATION
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John  Crawford  I I I  Law  

(Pol ice  Accountabi l i ty  for  Wrongful  Use  of  Deadly  Force )

On  August  5th ,  2014,  John  Crawford  I I I ,  age  22  was  wrongfu l ly  shot  and  k i l led  by  pol ice  whi le

shopping  ins ide  a  Beavercreek  Walmart .  Mr.  Crawford  had  picked  up  an  unboxed  bb  ai r  r i f le  of f

the  shel f  whi le  shopping  ins ide  the  store .  Mr.  Crawford  was  engaged  in  a  phone  cal l  with  the

bb  ai r  r i f le  in  hand,  and  a  customer ,  Ronald  Ri tch ie  cal led  911  and  gross ly  fabr icat ing  his

account  of  a  man  with  a  gun  point ing  i t  at  other  customers .  Moments  la ter ,  pol ice  entered  the

store ,  and  without  any  ef for ts  to  proper ly  assess  the  s i tuat ion ,  remove  customers ,  wai t  for

adequate  re in forcement ,  or  at tempt  to  DE -ESCALATE,  they  rushed  ins ide  and  on  the  s ight  of

Mr .  Crawford ,  Off icer  Sean  Wil l iams  shot  and  k i l led  him  in  less  than  a  second.  John  Crawford

I I I ’s  las t  words  were ,  “ I t ’s  Not  Real . ”

Mr.  John  Crawford  I I I ,  who  was  someone ’s  son,  fa ther  and  Amer ican  ci t izen  that  was  wrongfu l ly

k i l led  by  pol ice  whi le  shopping  at  a  local  Walmart .  Nothing  was  out  of  the  ordinary  about  Mr.

Crawford  hold ing  a  bb  ai r  r i f le  that  he  was  consider ing  for  purchase  unless  we  are  to  bel ieve

that  without  any  evidence  of  a  v io lent  act ,  a  young  black  man  with  a  gun  i s  an  automat ic  threat .

Mr .  Crawford  was  fur ther  denied  jus t ice  when  a  grand  ju ry  chose  not  to  ind ict  Off icer  Wil l iams

despi te  his  care less  and  wrongfu l  use  of  deadly  force  against  an  innocent  man  on  September

22,  2014.

Therefore ,  the  Crawford  Fami ly ,  Cincinnat i  and  Dayton  NAACP,  and  many  other  organizat ions

support  and  implore  the  adopt ion  of  the  John  Crawford  I I I  Law  to  address  inc idents  of  wrongfu l

use  of  deadly  force  by  law  enforcement  to  provide  accountabi l i ty  and  jus t ice  for  ci t izens  who

suf fered  the  ul t imate  consequence  for  an  of f icer ’s  mispercept ion  and  incompetence.  

WHEREAS,  states  that  have  Open  Carry  Laws  should  have  a  mandatory  protocol  on  standards

of  approach  by  law  enforcement  so  that  ci t izens  with  a  legal  and  or  non - le tha l  ( ie .  toy )  gun  are

not  gunned  down  on  the  s ight  of  a  perceived  deadly  weapon.  
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WHEREAS ,  Law  Enforcement 's  use  of  deadly  force  should  always  be  the  las t  resor t ;  being  the i r

pr imary  ro les  are  to  serve  and  protect  and  br ing  the  accused  to  jus t ice  for  due  process ,  not  to

become  Judge,  Jury ,  and  Execut ioner .  The  use  of  deadly  force  i s  current ly  excusable  by  one ’s

reasonable  percept ion  of  a  threat  ins tead  of  tangib le  evidence  of  a  di rect  threat  to  the  of f icer  or

others ;  and

WHEREAS ,  the  lack  of  legal  accountabi l i ty  towards  law  enforcement  of f icers  who  ei ther

negl igent ly  or  in tent ional ly  k i l l  an  unarmed  and /or  innocent  ci t izen  i s  creat ing  an  unheal thy

mutual  fear  that  i s  damaging  the  re la t ionship  between  pol ice  and  communi t ies ;  and

WHEREAS ,  a  jud ic ia l  system  that  can  be  corrupt  and  biased  thus  af ford ing  law  enforcement

of f icers  broad  discret ion  in  determin ing  what  i s  a  reasonable  presumpt ion  of  fear ,  which  has  led

to  many  non - ind ictments  and  exonerat ions  for  pol ice  of f icers ,  whi le  fami l ies  are  le f t  help less

and  without  jus t ice ;  and  

WHEREAS ,  Law  Enforcement  Agencies  that  per form  more  t ra in ing  hours  in  Fi rearm  Tra in ing

than  in  De -Escalat ion  Tra in ing  are  contr ibut ing  to  a  pol ice  cul ture  that  i s  more  volat i le  than

tact ica l ,  which  can  lead  to  increased  ins tances  of  the  wrongfu l  use  of  deadly  force  under  fa lse

pretenses  of  an  imminent  threat  than  an  actual  threat ;  and  

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  John  Crawford  I I I  Law  wi l l  enforce  a  mandatory  protocol

on  standards  of  approach.  To  ensure  the  safety  of  ci t izens  and  law  enforcement  of f icers .  A

uni formed  standard  of  approach  that  requi res  of f icers  to  do  the i r  due  di l igence  and  assess  the

s i tuat ion  before  engaging  a  perceived  threat ,  because  possess ing  a  toy  or  legal  gun  should  not

be  a  death  sentence ;  and
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THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  John  Crawford  I I I  Law  wi l l  el iminate  the  ambiguous

language  in  the  law  that  al lows  law  enforcement  to  use  deadly  force  under  the  broadly

interpreted  "object ive  reasonableness  standard "  Graham  v .  Conner  490  U.S .  386  (1989 ) ,  which

has  al lowed  a  loophole  for  ci t izens  to  be  k i l led  by  an  of f icer 's  assumpt ion  of  a  RISK  than  an

actual  THREAT.  We  support  a  nat ionwide  standard  that  pr ior i t ized  the  PRESERVATION  OF  LIFE

and  upholds  our  14th  Amendment  Right  to  equal  protect ion  under  the  law  and  due  process ,  by

enact ing  a  universa l  standard  for  the  use  of  deadly  force  to  ONLY  BE  USED  FOR  INCIDENT (S )

THAT  ARE  ABSOLUTE  THREATS  TO  THE  OFFICER  OR  OTHERS ;  “and  

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  John  Crawford  I I I  Law  wi l l  requi re  mandatory  drug

test ing  of  al l  in  law  enforcement  who  discharged  the i r  f i rearms  to  ensure  the  menta l

d iscernment  of  the  of f icer (s )  was  not  compromised  or  under  the  in f luence  of  any  i l legal

substances .

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RESOLVED  that  the  John  Crawford  I I I  Law  wi l l  enforce  mandatory  de -

escalat ion  t ra in ing  and  pol icy  for  al l  law  enforcement  agencies  with  the  requi rement  that  de -

escalat ion  t ra in ing  hours  be  equiva lent  or  more  than  f i rearm  t ra in ing .

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED  that  the  John  Crawford  I I I  Law  wi l l  enforce  on  al l  law

enforcement  of f icers ,  who  are  paid  by  tax  payer ’s  dol lars ,  a  mandatory  terminat ion  and  a

permanent  band  f rom  any  posi t ion  with in  law  enforcement  who  are  found  to  have  v io lated  the

r ights  of  any  ci t izen  and,  or  who  has  wrongfu l ly  used  deadly  force  where  evidence  prove  there

was  no  imminent  threat  to  the  of f icer  or  others .

Def in i t ion  of  Incidents  of  Absolute  threats :

I .V is ib ly  approaching  an  of f icer  or  ci t izen  in  a  v io lent  or  threatening  manner

I I .Threatening  an  of f icer  or  ci t izen  with  a  deadly  weapon

I I I .Deployment  of  bul le ts  

IV .V ict im (s )  Bystander (s )  in jured  by  a  suspect

JOHN CRAWFORD III LAW 
Police Accountability for

Wrongful Use of Deadly Force
(Full Text Continued) 
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ADDITIONAL  POLICE  AND  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  REFORM  NEEDS:

·Requi re  every  pol ice  depar tment  to  review  thei r  complaint  cla ims  on  excessive  and

deadly  force  and  any  of f icer  with  3  or  more  cla ims  should  be  placed  on  leave  and

rev iewed  by  an  independent  board  for  poss ib le  terminat ion .  (The  of f icer  who  murdered

John  Crawford  I I I  had  used  deadly  force  before  and  had  pul led  over  Comedian ,  Dave

Chappel le  a  week  before  k i l l ing  Mr.  Crawford  I I I .

·Of f icers  who  fa ls i fy  accounts  should  lose  al l  pr iv i leges  f rom  the  pol ice  force  and

ult imately  be  terminated  and  cr iminal ly  charged. ( fa ls i f icat ion  can  be  the  di f ference  in

someone 's  f reedom  or  access  to  jus t ice ;  there  should  be  zero  to lerance  for  those  in

uni form  who  fabr icate  or  wi l l fu l ly  withhold  in format ion  on  of f ic ia l  legal  documents . )

·END  QUALIFIED  IMMUNITY  FOR  POLICE

-Require  al l  pol ice  departments  in  Ohio  to  report  to  the  FBI  Crime  Data  Explorer .

Current ly ,  160  out  of  925  agencies  in  Ohio  part ic ipated  in  the  FBI  Use -Of -Force  Data

Col lect ion  (Crime  data  Explorer  Websi te )

·Require  al l  Pol ice  Departments  to  establ ish  a  Cit izens  Complaint  Author i ty .   Also

ensure  they  are  supported  f inancia l ly  and  Independent ly  Empowered .  Advocate  for

Independent  boards  to  be  t ru ly  independent  without  pol i t ica l  in f luence.   

·Dismant le  provis ions  within  the  Pol ice  Unions  that  al low  corrupt  cops  to  have  a  safe

haven  and  be  recycled  throughout  the  depar tment  or  to  other  pol ice  depar tments .   Pol ice

Unions  should  have  no  obl igat ion  to  protect  of f icers  who  dishonor  the  badge  and  v io lat ing

ci t izens '  r ights  should  be  considered  the  greatest  fa i lu res .

·Body  cameras  on  every  correct ional  off icer  in  ja i ls  and  pr isons  across  the  country  to

protect  the  inmates  f rom  phys ica l  abuse  and  fabr icated  accounts  that  lead  to  more

charges  on  the i r  record -extending  the i r  t ime.  I t  i s  also  to  protect  correct ional  of f icers  and

to  reduce  i l legal  contraband  f rom  enter ing  ja i ls  and  pr isons .  Also ,  anyone  who  tampers

wi th  the  device  wi l l  be  on  leave  without  pay  and  mult ip le  occurrences  of  camera

tamper ing  wi l l  resul t  in  terminat ion .  Al l  devices  should  have  technology  that  al lows  i t  to

record  and  mainta in  audio  even  when  the  of f icer  turns  i t  of f .
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ADDITIONAL  POLICE  AND  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  REFORM  NEEDS:

·Empathy  Through  American  History ,  LLC  created  by  of f icer  Fred  Gi lmer  of  the

Cincinnat i  Pol ice  Dept . ,  i s  a  t ra in ing  course  teaching  of f icers  about  Afr ican  Amer ican

cul ture  and  the  his tory  of  pol ic ing  and  Racism  in  Amer ica  toward  Afr ican  Amer icans .  I t  i s

a lso  a  groundbreak ing  cul tura l ly  sens i t ive  t ra in ing  that  takes  on  i ssues  of  race  re la t ions

and  thought fu l ly  deals  with  the  emot ional  turmoi l  some  of f icers  may  fee l  whi le  tak ing  the

course .  The  goal  i s  to  educate  the  of f icers  to  help  develop  thought fu l  understanding  and

more  EMPATHY  toward  the  communi t ies  they  pol ice .  

Impl ic i t  bias  Tra in ing  has  been  the  go - to  t ra in ing  and  i s  of ten  used  as  a  requi red

disc ip l ine  af ter  of f icers  have  v io lated  someone ’s  r ight ,  but  i t  i s  not  enough.  According  to

a  study  conducted  by  the  Center  for  Pol ice  Research  &  Pol icy  and  John  F.  Finn  Inst i tu te

for  Publ ic  Safety  found  that  the  t ra in ing  of fered  no  meaningfu l  change  in  of f icers '  act ions

post - t ra in ing  other  than  elevat ing  of f icers '  comprehension  of  what  impl ic i t  bias  i s .

(NPR.org )

·Ban  al l  methods  of  rest ra int  that  disrupt  ai r  passage  or  can  lead  to  card iac  ar rest  ( ie .

Neck  Rest ra ints ;  chokeholds ;  excess ive  tas ing )

·End  pol ice  involvement  with  ci t izens  suf fer ing  f rom  Mental  Health  and  Drug  addict ion

and  ins tead  invest  in  more  specia l is ts  in  that  f ie ld .  Also ,  remove  pol ice  f rom  our  publ ic

schools  and  invest  more  funds  in to  our  Schools  for  School  Counselors ,  Therapis ts ,  and

Mentors .   No  state  should  be  invest ing  more  in to  pol ice  and  correct ions  depar tments

than  in to  the i r  publ ic  educat ion .   Review  the  state  budget  to  conf i rm  our  pr ior i t ies .

·Requi re  or  encourage  that  pol ice  l ive  in  the  communit ies  they  pol ice  or  perform

monthly  community  serv ice  in  the  communit ies  they  pol ice.

·Require  al l  pol ice  departments  to  increase  thei r  levels  of  divers i ty  to  meet  at  least  50%

or  more  by  race  and  sex  for  Federa l  funding.   And  along  with  pass ing  Lie  Detector

Qual i f ie rs ,  and  extens ive  background  checks ,  al l  appl icants  should  be  able  to  provide  a

character  re fer ra l  f rom  someone  of  a  di f ferent  race  of  the i r  own.

·Seek  non - le thal  weapons.  Uti l ize  t ranqui l izer  bul lets  that  temporar i ly  subdue  the

accused  but  do  not  k i l l  them.  This  al lows  an  of f icer  to  fu l f i l l  the i r  enforcement

responsib i l i ty  in  ext reme  cases  and  br ing  people  to  jus t ice  for  DUE  PROCESS.   End  the

standard  of  shoot ing  center  mass  to  el iminate  a  threat  to  neutra l iz ing  the  threat .  To

many  in  law  enforcement  are  drawing  the i r  weapons  abandoning  the i r  duty  to  preserve

l i fe  and  br ing  the  accused  to  jus t ice  for  DUE  PROCESS.  We  know  deadly  force  i s

necessary  in  some  cases  but  in  most  cases  i t  i s  not .
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ADDITIONAL  POLICE  AND  CRIMINAL  JUSTICE  REFORM  NEEDS:




·E rect  memor ia ls  at  every  pol ice  depar tment  where  an  unarmed / innocent  ci t izen  was  k i l led

by  pol ice  before  ever  receiv ing  due  process .  This  i s  to  serve  as  a  reminder  that  law

enforcement ’s  f i rs t  responsib i l i ty  i s  to  PRESERVE  LIFE,  and  a  Nat ional  Memor ia l  in

Washington  D.C.  of  every  l i fe  los t  along  with  the  pol ice  depar tment  responsib le  for  the i r

death .   

·P rosecutor  Term  Limi ts  Statewide  and  eventual ly  in  every  state .  95%  of  al l  elected

Prosecutors  in  the  Uni ted  States  are  whi te  and  in  some  states  l i ke  Ohio ,  every  elected

prosecutor  in  th is  state  i s  whi te .  No  one  race  or  sex  should  dominate  one  of  the  most

powerfu l  posi t ions  with in  the  cr iminal  jus t ice  system.  Representat ion  Matters .

·Change  the  current  law  and  make  i t  a  requi rement  that  a  parent  or  legal  representat ion  i s

accompanied  by  the  minor  dur ing  in ter rogat ions .  Also ,  change  the  current  law  requi r ing  al l

deta inment  and  in ter rogat ions  of  a  minor  must  be  audio /v ideo  recorded.

·END  ALL  YOUTH  BOUND  OVER  INTO  ADULT  PRISONS.

People  who  use  Law  enforcement  as  a  weapon  to  dis turb  or  disrupt  another  ci t izen 's  lawfu l

act iv i t ies ,  and  was  proven  to  have  fabr icated  the i r  accounts  and  or  al lege  accounts  as  facts

wi thout  clar i ty  of  any  poss ib le  uncer ta inty  should  be  charged  under  Sect ion  2917.32 /

Making  False  Alarms.  I t  i s  a  waste  to  Law  enforcement  t ime  and  resources  when  fa lse

accounts  are  made,  but  when  i t  resul ts  in  a  death ,  that  person  should  be  charged  with

murder  and  also  subject  to  civ i l  l iab i l i t ies .

·Any  Prosecutor ,  Dist r ic t  Attorney ,  or  Attorney  Genera l  who  suppresses  evidence  and  delay

reasonable  ef for ts  to  ind ict  an  of f icer  in  an  al leged  cr ime  should  be  impeached  and

disbar red .  ( ie :  Ahmaud  Aubery ;  Breonna  Taylor )  Prosecutors  across  the  country  opt -out  of

hold ing  perpet rators  ACCOUNTABLE  when  i t  i s  a  pol ice  of f icer .   According  to  the  Guardian ,

in  2015  there  were ,  "1,145  deaths  of  al l  races ,  by  pol ice  but  dist r ic t  at torneys  only  in i t ia ted  18

prosecut ions  of  pol ice  of f icers  who  k i l led  a  civ i l ian . "

·Requi re  Law  Enforcement  to  mainta in  the i r  own  l iab i l i ty  insurance  against  civ i l  act ions  of

pol ice  misconduct  and  or  excess ive  and  deadly  force .  Taxpayers  should  not  have  to  pay  for

i r responsib le  act ions  outs ide  the  depar tment 's  t ra in ing .

·Decr iminal iz ing  al l  mar i juana  convict ions  and  removing  mar i juana  of f  the  l i s t  of  banned

narcot ics .
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AFRICAN  AMERICAN  HISTORY  CURRICULUM  FOR  LAW  ENFORCEMENT  

WHEREAS,  Pol ice  off icers  and  law  enforcement  agencies  within  the  United  States  of  America

are  complet ing  pol ice  academies  and  law  enforcement  t ra in ing  Inst i tut ions  with  minimum  to

no  in format ion  regarding  the  histor ical  s igni f icance  of  the  Afr ican  American  exper ience  in

Amer ica.  There  i s  often  a  cul tura l  disconnect  between  law  enforcement  and  urban

neighborhoods ;  therefore ,  many  pol ice  departments  lack  the  fundamental  ski l l  to  effect ively

manage  thei r  own  expl ic i t  and  impl ic i t  biases,  that  der ives  f rom  the  cul tura l  shock  of

enter ing  communit ies  of  color  that  dif ferent  f rom  thei r  own  l i fe  exper ience  that  may  severely

lack  divers i ty ;  

WHEREAS,  sworn  off icers  are  serv ing  Afr ican  American  neighborhoods  and  communit ies

with  inadequate  or  nonexistent  history  involv ing  Afr ican  Americans.  Most  current  Pol ice

of f icer  cultural  t ra in ing  provides  insuf f ic ient  knowledge  on  th is  country 's  history  of

pol ic ing  and  systemic  racism.  Off icers  who  most ly  lack  access  to  divers i ty  in  thei r

schools ,  col leges,  fami ly ,  f r iends,  and  media ,  could  develop  impl ic i t  racia l  biases  against

a  populat ion  who  has  suf fered  centur ies  of  racia l  inequal i t ies ;

WHEREAS,  there  i s  current ly  no  uni f ied  standard  on  cultural  t ra in ing  which  al lows  most

departments  to  receive  a  general ize  lecture  that  does  not  resolve  the  i ssues  of  RACE  and   

how  to  serve  at  r isk  communit ies .  Empathy  Through  American  History  LLC,  i s  a  cultural

h istory  t ra in ing  that  fo l lows  a  t imel ine  of  histor ical  leaders  and  events  in  black  history

f rom  slavery ,  reconstruct ion,  Jim  Crow  Segregat ion,  to  mass  incarcerat ion  whi le  also

tackl ing  the  chal lenging  i ssues  of  race  re lat ions  in  the  community  and  amongst  law

enforcement .  The  goal  of  th is  class  i s  to  increase  the  knowledge  of  the  off icer  regarding

the  Afr ican  American  exper ience  in  America  to  help  el iminate  bias  and  develop  more

empathy  f rom  the  off icer (s ) .  Descr ib ing  how  biases  were  histor ical ly  formed  in  th is

nat ion  and  how  i t  impacts  our  present -day  abi l i ty  to  develop  cross  cultural  re lat ionships ,

and  response  to  cr i t ical  and  or  non -cr i t ical  incidents  in  a  more  appropr iate  manner ,  th is

one -of -a -kind  t ra in ing,  i s  one  of  the  most  impactful  cultural  t ra in ing  developed  to  help

gain  understanding,  soften  hearts  and  change  minds ;

EMPATHY THROUGH AMERICAN
HISTORY, LLC
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RACE  RELATIONS  &  AFRICAN  AMERICAN  HISTORY  CURRICULUM  FOR  LAW

ENFORCEMENT  

WHEREAS,  such  classes  wil l  increase  off icer ’s  knowledge,  communicat ion  and

opportuni ty  to  gain  empathy  with  members  of  the  Afr ican  American  community  when

faced  with  chal lenges,  instead  of  FEAR  and  MISTRUST ;

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED  that  in  the  effor t  to  “RE - IMAGINE  POLICING  IN

AMERICA”  the  Nat ional  Associat ion  for  the  Advancement  for  Colored  People  agree  to

advocate  for  the  nat ionwide  implementat ion  through  Federal  Law  (ETAH )  Empathy

Through  American  History ,  LLC  Law  Enforcement  Curr iculum  that  wil l  increase  the

knowledge  of  Afr ican  Americans  through  history  that  has  shaped  the  culture ,  ideas  and

biases  here  in  the  United  States  of  America ;  which  was  created  by  an  Afr ican  American

Law  Enforcement  Academy  Inst ructor ,  Off icer  Fred  Gilmer  of  Cincinnat i ,  Ohio ;  

THEREFORE,  BE  IT  FINALLY  RESOLVED  that  the  Nat ional  Associat ion  for  the

Advancement  for  Colored  People  supports  (ETAH )  Empathy  Through  American  History ,

LLC   and  wil l  encourage  al l  units  to  seek  implementat ion  of  the  curr iculum  in  thei r  ci ty

and  assist  i f  needed  in  ident i fy ing  inst ructors  that  can  proper ly  moderate  the  chal lenging

discussion  on  race  re lat ions  in  the  U.S.  to  thei r  local  law  enforcement  academies,  to  help

increase  the  knowledge  and  empathy  for  people  of  color  and  disadvantaged

communit ies .      

EMPATHY THROUGH AMERICAN HISTORY
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TITLE
Ohio Prosecutors Term Limits

SUMMARY



To replace the exist ing Ohio Revised Code Section 309.01 with a new Code Section 309.01

Be i t  enacted by the people of  the state  of  Ohio:  

1 .       In Ohio,  the ci t izens wil l  receive a  fa i r  e lect ive process  for  the county prosecutor  posi t ion.

2.       In  Ohio,  the chal lenger ,  who would be a  pract ic ing at torney of  the s ta te  of  Ohio,  campaigning
against  the incumbent  prosecutor ,  shal l  be free of  fear  of  re ta l ia t ion or  blackl is t  tact ics  by the
incumbent  prosecutor ,  i f  they so choose to  chal lenge the current  prosecutor  in  an electoral  race.

3.       In  Ohio,  the proposed amendment  wil l  help reduce the possibi l i ty  of  abuse of  power by career
pol i t ic ians  in  the prosecutor’s  posi t ion and create  a  greater  opportuni ty  for  a  new and diverse  pool  of
candidates .

4 .       In  Ohio,  we declare  for  an amendment  to  the Ohio Revised Code Chapter  309.01,  that  “ there
shal l  be elected quadrennial ly  in  each county,  a  prosecut ing at torney,  who shal l  hold his  off ice  for
four  years ,  beginning on the f i rs t  Monday of  January next  af ter  his  e lect ion;”  amending that  the
prosecutor  shal l  not  serve more than two terms,  therefore  being termed out  af ter  8  years  of  publ ic
service.  

5.       In  Ohio,  this  law wil l  re t roact ively take effect  against  a l l  current  County Prosecutors  who have
reached or  surpassed two terms making their  current  term in off ice  their  f inal  term.

The proposed law would not:

1 .       Affect  the requirements  to  be a  prosecutor
2.       Affect  quadrennial ly  e lect ion in  each county

PROSECUTOR TERM LIMIT PETITION
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CERTIFICATION OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL



This  cer t i f icat ion of  the Attorney General ,  pursuant  to  Ohio Revised Code Sect ion 3519.01(A),  wil l
be inser ted when i t  i s  provided.  This  ini t ia l  pet i t ion must  be submit ted with at  least  one thousand
(1,000)  val id  s ignatures  of  Ohio electors  before  the Attorney General  wil l  issue that  cer t i f icat ion.

FULL TEXT OF AMENDMENT



Be i t  resolved by the people  of  the State  of  Ohio shal l  replace the exis t ing sect ion 309.01 of  the
Ohio Revised Code,  Elect ion of  prosecut ing at torney,  with a  new code sect ion 309.01,  to  read as
fol lows:

CURRENT TEXT OF OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 309.01



Election of  Prosecuting Attorney
There shal l  be elected quadrennial ly  in  each county,  a  prosecut ing at torney,  who shal l  hold his
off ice  for  four  years ,  beginning on the f i rs t  Monday of  January next  af ter  his  e lect ion.  
 

FULL TEXT OF PROPOSED NEW OHIO REVISED CODE SECTION 309.01



Election of  Prosecuting Attorney
There shal l  be elected quadrennial ly  in  each county,  a  prosecut ing at torney,  who shal l  hold his
off ice  for  four  years ,  beginning on the f i rs t  Monday of  January next  af ter  his  e lect ion.  No person
shal l  hold the off ice  of  prosecut ing at torney for  a  per iod of  longer  than two successive terms of
four  years .  All  current  and previous prosecutors  who have served two successive terms or  more
wil l  be inel igible  to  run for  re-elect ion.  Terms shal l  be considered successive unless  separated by a
period of  four  or  more years .  In  determining the el igibi l i ty  of  an individual  to  hold off ice  in
accordance with this  sect ion,  (a)  t ime spent  in  an off ice  in  fulf i l lment  of  a  term to which another
person was f i rs t  e lected shal l  not  be considered provided that  a  per iod of  a t  least  four  years  passed
between the t ime,  i f  any,  which the individual  previously held that  off ice ,  and the t ime the
individual  is  e lected or  appointed to  fulf i l l  the  unexpired term; and (b)  a  person who is  e lected to
an off ice  in  a  regular ly  scheduled general  e lect ion and resigns pr ior  to  the complet ion of  the term
for  which he or  she was elected,  shal l  be considered to  have served the ful l  term in that  off ice .

PROSECUTOR TERM LIMIT PETITION
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Thank  you,  for  tak ing  the  t ime  to  rev iew  our  proposals  for  considerat ion .   The  NAACP  miss ion  i s  to  secure  the  pol i t ica l ,

educat ional ,  socia l ,  and  economic  equal i ty  of  r ights  in  order  to  el iminate  race -based  discr iminat ion  and  ensure  the

heal th  and  wel l -being  of  al l  persons .  The  alarming  amount  of  in  custody  deaths  of  unarmed  and  or  innocent  black

ci t izens  i s  a  societa l  fa i lu re  to  uphold  humani ty  and  preserve  l i fe .   We  Must  Do  Bet ter !

Dr .  King  sa id ,  "Our  l i ves  begin  to  end  the  day  we  become  s i lent  about  the  th ings  that  matter . "   I t  has  been  our  f ight ,  with

the  support  of  the  Crawford  fami ly  to  del iver  Accountabi l i ty  to  ensure  no  other  l i fe  i s  taken  unjust ly  by  pol ice .   John

Crawford  I I I 's  l i fe  mattered!   And  we  hope,  with  your  support  and  advocacy  that  his  death  wi l l  not  be  in  vain .   

Uphold ing  a  standard  that  preserves  l i fe  i s  not  compl icated.   Every  quest ionable  inc idents  creates  more  fear  and

div ide  on  both  s ides .   Pol ice  are  human,  as  wel l  as  the  ci t izens  they  are  sworn  to  serve  and  protect ,   Some  Pol ice

Depar tments  have  become  more  mil i ta r ized  and  i s  too  fa r  removed  f rom  the  Golden  Rule  - "Treat  others  the  way  you

wish  to  be  t reated . "   Everyone  deserve  digni ty  and  respect .   Society  has  created  the  narrat ive  that  al l  pol ice  are  Noble

and  GOOD,  whi le  those  whose  stand  accused  i s  automat ica l ly  BAD.   Al though  we  don ' t  disagree  that  major i ty  in  Law

Enforcement  are  honorable ,  the  danger  of  having  a  mindset  that  bel ieves ,  every  act ion  an  of f icer  take  i s  inherent ly

good  and  the  Accused  they  encounter  are  inherent ly  bad,  of ten  leads  to  of f icers  gradual ly  los ing  the i r  sense  of

humani ty .  This  leads  to  more  ins tances  of  abuse  of  power  and  the  disregard  that  every  ci t izen  accused  in  the  Uni ted

States  i s  af forded  the  bel ie f  that  they  are  innocent  unt i l  proven  gui l ty  in  a  cour t  of  law.  Accountabi l i ty  should  not  be  a

demand  that  i s  aggress ive ly  chal lenged,  but  a  standard  that  i s  universa l ly  supported  and  expected.

We  st rongly  bel ieve  that  those  in  law  enforcement  who  uphold  the i r  oath  and  bravely  work  to  protect  and  serve  would

welcome  many  of  our  measures  to  help  regain  Trust  and  Respect  to  the  communi t ies  of  color  they  serve .  We  hope  that

you  wi l l  help  us  prevent  cases  of  wrongfu l  use  of  deadly  force  and  carry  the  torch  of  Equal i ty  and  Freedom  over  the

f in ish  l ine ,  by  adopt ing  many  of  these  proposal  and  making  these  measures  of  ACCOUNTABILITY  a  REALITY.

Sincere ly ,

C inc innat i  NAACP  Pol i t ica l  Act ion  Commit tee :

T .  Nicole  Taylor ,  1st  Vice  Pres ident ,  

Pol i t ica l  Act ion /Cr iminal  Just ice  Chai r

At torney  Donyet ta  Bai ley

Victor ia  Straughn,  Act iv is t

At torney  Wednesday  Shipp

Cornel l  Anderson

Jesse  Jenkins

Of f icer  Fred  Gi lmer ,  CPD

Br idget te  Crawley

Nadia  Fisher

Jane  Anderson

Shawn  But ler

Jamour  Burns

Jim  Brock

Niesha  Hoskins -Badjo

Mar icha  But ler

Tamiko  Ware

                                                                                                                     

Cincinnati NAACP 
Political Action Committee

3494 Reading Road
Cincinnati,  OH 45229
513-281-1900 (Office)

513-371-4136 (Chair’s cell)
cincinnatinaacp3175@gmail.com

Website:  www.Cincinnatinaacp.com13.
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FBI  Crime  Data  Explorer                                                                                                                     

ht tps : / /cr ime -data -explorer .app.c loud.gov /#

BUREAU  OF  CRIME  STATISTICS :

h t tps : / /www.bjs .gov / index .c fm?ty= tp& t id=84

RACIAL  DISPARITY  AMONG  PROSECUTORS  AND  TRIAL  JUDGES  TRANSLATES  TO  UNEQUAL  JUSTICE,

ACTIVIST  SAY:

ht tps : / / theappeal .org / rac ia l -dispar i ty -among -prosecutors -and - t r ia l - judges - t rans lates - to -unequal - jus t ice -

act iv is ts -say /

ELECTED  PROSECUTORS  ARE  STILL  OVERWHELMINGLY  WHITE  AND  MALE

ht tps : / /www.huf fpost .com /entry /elected -prosecutors -divers i ty_n_5db1b486e4b0131fa99ad093

PROSECUTOR  AND  RACE  BIAS:  WHY  THE  DOJ  NEEDS  TO  ACT:

ht tps : / /www.populardemocracy .org /news -and -publ icat ions /prosecutors -and - race -bias -why -doj -needs -act


Unt i l  now,  prosecutors  have  been  exempt  f rom  v i r tua l ly  any  scrut iny .  I t  i s  t ime  for  that  exempt ion  to  expi re ,  and  the

Depar tment  of  Just ice  has  the  author i ty  and  responsib i l i ty  to  act .  The  Safe  Streets  Act  of  1968  and  the  Violent  Cr ime

Contro l  Act  of  1994  author ize  the  at torney  genera l  to  conduct  invest igat ions  and  f i le  civ i l  l i t igat ion  to  el iminate  “a

pat tern  or  pract ice  of  discr iminat ion  on  the  ground  of  race ,  color ,  re l ig ion ,  nat ional  or ig in ,  or  sex ,  in  connect ion  with

any  law  enforcement  agency  that  receives  f inancia l  ass is tance  f rom  DOJ ’s  Off ice  of  Just ice  Programs  and  the  Off ice

of  Communi ty  Oriented  Pol ic ing  Serv ices . ”

Law  enforcement  i s  def ined  as  “al l  act iv i t ies  per ta in ing  to  cr ime  prevent ion  or  reduct ion  and  enforcement  of  the

cr iminal  law. ”  Prosecutors ,  l i ke  pol ice  depar tments ,  receive  mil l ions  of  dol lars  in  federa l  funding  through  Just ice

Ass is tance  Grants  and  should  be  subject  to  the  same  scrut iny  as  the  pol ice .

Looking  for  the  in f luence  of  race  bias  i s  not  an  accusat ion  of  rac ism.  The  Manhat tan  Dist r ic t  Attorney ’s  Off ice

invest igated  the  poss ib le  ro le  of  race  bias  in  i t s  own  work  without  any  in tervent ion  by  the  Just ice  Depar tment .  Dist r ic t

At torney  Cyrus  Vance  was  not  accusing  his  staf f  of  rac ism.  He  was  wi l l ing  to  look  for  any  impact  race  bias  might  have

on  carry ing  out  jus t ice .  The  Vera  Ins t i tu te  examined  the  of f ice ’s  work ,  f rom  charg ing  decis ions  to  plea  of fers ,  and

discovered  evidence  of  rac ia l  bias  that  could  not  be  expla ined  by  other  factors .

Does  th is  show  that  Manhat tan  DAs  are  rac is t?  No,  i t  points  to  an  equal ly  ser ious  problem  —  rac ia l  bias  ex is ts

systemical ly  in  ways  prosecutors  have  not  or  wi l l  not  recognize .

The  impact  of  unconscious  bias  can  be  reduced  and  even  el iminated  by  t ra in ing  to  recognize  i t  and  using  best

pract ices  to  el iminate  i t s  in f luence.  But  i f  you  don ’ t  look  for  i t ,  you  won ’ t  f ind  i t .  And  we  need  to  remember  that  for

those  in jured,  k i l led ,  or  incarcerated—and  for  the i r  fami l ies ,  who  are  forced  to  bear  the  f inancia l  and  emot ional  costs

of  incarcerat ion— the  di f ference  between  conscious  and  unconscious  bias  means  noth ing.

NYPD  STUDY:  IMPLICIT  BIAS  TRAINING  CHANGES  MINDS,  NOT  NECESSARILY  BEHAVIOR

HTTPS: / /WWW.NPR.ORG /2020 /09 /10 /909380525 /NYPD -STUDY - IMPLICIT -BIAS -TRAINING -CHANGES -

MINDS -NOT -NECESSARILY -BEHAVIOR
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GRAHAM  v.  CONNER,  490  U.S.  386  (1989 )

ht tps : / /caselaw. f indlaw.com /us -supreme -cour t /490 /386.html

ht tps : / /supreme. just ia .com /cases / federa l /us /490 /386 /                                                                                                         

AN  ASSESSMENT  OF  GRAHAM  v.  CONNER,  TEN  YEARS  LATER

HTTPS: / /WWW.OJP.GOV /NCJRS /VIRTUAL -LIBRARY /ABSTRACTS /ASSESSMENT -GRAHAM -V -CONNOR -TEN -

YEARS -LATER

LOS  ANGELES  POLICE  DEPT.  USE  OF  FORCE  POLICY  EFFECTIVE  JANUARY  1,  2021

HTTPS: / /WWW.LAPDONLINE.ORG /HOME /NEWS_VIEW /66709

PEACE  OFFICERS  USE  OF  FORCE  CALIFORNIA  LEGISLATIVE

HTTPS: / /LEGINFO.LEGISLATURE.CA.GOV /FACES /BILLTEXTCLIENT.XHTML?BILL_ ID=201920200AB1022

MAKING  FALSE  ALARMS  /SECTION  2917.32

SECTION  2917.32  -  OHIO  REVISED  CODE  |  OHIO  LAWS

mailto:cincinnatinaacp3175@gmail.com
http://www.cincinnatinaacp.com/
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